
Youth In Need is proud to announce 
its newest Safe Place sites! 

 

Tri-County YMCA 
Faith United Methodist Church 

Kirkwood YMCA 
West County YMCA 
Curves – Elm Street 

Citizens National Bank – St. Peters 
Crider Health Center – St. Charles 

Cottleville Fire Protection District (4 sites) 
Capitol Solutions Lending 

St. Charles Christian Church 
Verlo Mattress Factory 

Premier Mortgage 
Paladin Group USA 

Lawrence Florist 
Intaglio Creative 

UMB Bank – Monticello Plaza 
UMB Bank – Regency Pkwy 

St. Charles Chamber of Commerce 
 

Thank you for ensuring that all kids have a safe 
place to go in troubled times! 

SSaaffee  PPllaaccee,,  SSaaffee  KKiiddss,,  
SSaaffee  CCoommmmuunniittyy  
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Youth In Need and Safe Place had a Blast!
The St. Charles Chamber of Commerce held its 
second annual Blast in New Town on September 
22, and the event proved to be an incredible 
success for Safe Place outreach. The “family fun 
day” included game and food booths, a 5K 
run/family fun walk, wine and dessert tasting, 
balloon glow, petting zoo and car show. Youth In 
Need’s game booth was used to educate children, 
teens and families about the Safe Place program 
and how it can be used. Safe Place prizes included 
zipper pulls and Frisbee flyers. YIN also waived the 
registration fee for any new business that signed 
up to be a site at the Blast. Thank you to the nine 
new Safe Place sites who joined the ranks to 
support our community’s children in crisis! 

Contact Information: 
Jayna Cardetti 

Community Development Specialist 
Youth In Need 

1815 Boone’s Lick Road 
St. Charles, MO 63301 
636-946-5600, ext. 251 

jcardetti@youthinneed.org 

Youth In Need’s 2007
Safe Place Statistics 

 
Total Safe Place sites   233 
Sites gained in 2007   78 
Kids receiving Safe Place info. 5,425 
Kids helped through Safe Place 10 



  
  
  
  
  
  
  

TThhee  SSaaffee  PPllaaccee  
AA  ppooeemm  sseelleecctteedd  ffoorr  tthhee  22000066  NNaattiioonnaall  SSaaffee  PPllaaccee  ““HHeeaarrtt  ooff  tthhee  

MMaatttteerr,,””  aa  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  ooff  ccrreeaattiivvee  wwoorrkk  bbyy  yyoouunngg  ppeeooppllee,,  vvoolluunntteeeerrss  aanndd  
ssttaaffff  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  ppllaayyeedd  aa  ppaarrtt  iinn  SSaaffee  PPllaaccee..  

  
TThheerree  iiss  tthhiiss  ppllaaccee  
  FFoorr  hhoommeelleessss,,  ttrroouubblleedd,,  aanndd  vviiccttiimmiizzeedd  tteeeennss  
  YYoouu  ccaann  ggoo  ttoo  tthhiiss  ppllaaccee  
  IIff  yyoouurr  ttrroouubblleess  aarree  hheeaavvyy,,  iitt  sseeeemmss  
  
IInn  tthhiiss  ppllaaccee,,  yyoouu  mmaakkee  ffrriieennddss  
  IIff  yyoouu  rreeaallllyy  cchhoooossee  ttoo  
  TThhee  ffrriieennddsshhiippss  nneevveerr  eenndd  
  TThheeyy  wwiillll  ccoonnttiinnuuoouussllyy  ssuuppppoorrtt  yyoouu  
  
IInn  tthhiiss  ppllaaccee  
  YYoouurr  pprroobblleemmss  aarree  lliigghhttwweeiigghhtt  
  YYoouu  ccaann  ppuutt  aa  ssmmiillee  oonn  yyoouurr  ffaaccee  
  BBeeccaauussee  tthheerree’’ss  nnoo  bbuurrddeenn  ttoooo  ggrreeaatt  
  
TThhiiss  ppllaaccee  rreehhaabbiilliittaatteess  yyoouu  
  RReennoovvaatteess  aanndd  rreejjuuvveennaatteess  yyoouu  
  IItt  mmaayy  cchhaannggee  yyoouurr  aattttiittuuddee  
  AAnndd  mmaayybbee  yyoouurr  ffeeeelliinnggss  ttoooo  
  
YYoouu  ccaann  hhaavvee  ffuunn  
  OOrr  lliivvee  aa  nnoorrmmaall  lliiffee  iiff  tthhaatt’’ss  tthhee  ccaassee  
  YYoouu  hhaavvee  yyoouurr  rriigghhttss  aanndd  ffrreeeeddoomm  
  YYoouu’’rree  hheerree,,  iinn  tthhiiss  eexxqquuiissiittee  SSAAFFEE  PPLLAACCEE  
  

TThhiiss  tteeeenn  iiss  oonnee  ooff  mmoorree  tthhaann  110000,,000000  yyoouunngg  
ppeeooppllee  wwhhoo  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  ttoouucchheedd  bbyy  SSaaffee  PPllaaccee..  

YYoouurr  iinnvvoollvveemmeenntt  eennssuurreess  tthhaatt  mmaannyy  mmoorree  
cchhiillddrreenn,,  jjuusstt  lliikkee  hhiimm,,  hhaavvee  ccoonnssttaanntt  aanndd  
iimmmmeeddiiaattee  aacccceessss  ttoo  tthhee  hheellpp  tthheeyy  nneeeedd..  

Would you like to receive
 “Safe Place, Safe Kids,  

Safe Community”  
via email? 

 

If you prefer to receive your 
quarterly Safe Place newsletter 
electronically, please email me 
from your chosen address at 
jcardetti@youthinneed.org  

with “newsletter by email” in the 
subject line.  

Safe Place Client Joins
Congressman in Urging Action 

on Behalf of Disconnected Youth 
in House Committee Hearing 

 
Tuesday July 24, 2007  
 
17 year-old Rusty Booker moves committee with 

tale of abuse to accomplishment 
 
 
(Washington, DC) Today, at the request of 
Congressman John Yarmuth (KY-3), Louisvillian, 
Rusty Booker testified before the Subcommittee on 
Healthy Families and Communities hearing on 
“Runaway, Homeless, and Missing Children: 
Perspectives on Helping the Nation’s Vulnerable 
Youth.” Rusty testified about his own experience 
with abuse, running away at the age of 12, his 
placement in five failed foster homes, and finally 
finding a path to independence with the help of Safe 
Place. 
 
The two had met three weeks earlier at 
Congressman Yarmuth’s forum on disconnected 
youth, and was taken with his story.  “The power of 
his story comes not simply from the hand that he 
was dealt, but in the way he played it,” Yarmuth said 
in his introduction of Rusty.  
 
Rusty’s testimony tugged at the heartstrings of 
many in the committee room, when he told of how 
far he’d come—from a boy who had given up just 
five years ago to a young man who now plans to 
attain a degree in law enforcement.  Even Rusty 
teared up near the end of his testimony as he 
mentioned the kind people who had helped them 
along the way. 
 
“The tremendous value of Rusty’s testimony comes 
not just from putting a human face on an issue that 
we in Congress frequently characterize by statistics, 
but also because Rusty’s story is one of amazing 
strength and courage,” Yarmuth said following the 
hearing.  “These kids just need to be given the 
chance and, like Rusty, can become major 
contributors to our communities.” 
 
Rusty now works on outreach through Safe Place to 
help kids on the street find the help and resources 
to succeed as he did. 
 
Reprinted from www.nationalsafeplace.org 


